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NAEDF ONLINE NEWSLETTER, JULY 2010 

The aim of NAEDF Online is to strengthen networks and maintain the focus generated by NAEDF on 
the challenges and issues of significance for northern Australia.  Please circulate the newsletter to 
any colleagues and acquaintances you think may be interested in being a part of the network.  
Contributions to the newsletter are invited and can be emailed to info@naedf.com.  Feedback would 
also be appreciated on the type of content you would find of most value. 

In this edition:  

Small Business overlooked again 

Australia21 achievements 

National Ecosystem Services Network 

RDA News 

Australian Government Business Consultation Website 

EDA News 

Queensland R&D Investment Strategy 2010-2020 

Kimberley Development Commission 

Funding for RemoteFOCUS 

Torres Strait/Okinawa Pearling Agreement 

 

Cape York Investment Prospectus & Tourism project  

Gulf Savannah Power Forum Outcomes 

FNQ Regional Development Practitioners Network 

B4B and RDA $2 million funding boost 

Think TNQ 

Update on Agri-food Tourism Project 

Conference and Meeting Outcomes 

Upcoming Conferences 

Universities 

General 

 

SMALL BUSINESS OVERLOOKED AGAIN 

In the minor reshuffle undertaken by Prime Minister Julia Gillard following the ousting of Kevin 

Rudd, Minister for Small Business, Independent Contractors and the Service Economy (also Minister 

for Competition Policy and Consumer Affairs and Minister Assisting the Finance Minister on 

Deregulation) missed out on getting a Cabinet post.  Small business missed out again.  One would 

hope that following the election the new government, of whatever persuasion, will give a higher 

status to the engine driver of our regional economy.  

AUSTRALIA 21 ACHIEVEMENTS 

This report from Australia21 on the organisations achievements 2009-2010:  

One of Australia21’s goals for our nation is to develop solutions to complex environmental, economic 
and social issues using multidisciplinary and multifaceted approaches. The update below illustrates 
how recent Australia21 projects and events are achieving this important objective. 

In February 2010 Australia21 ran a national conference on resilience attended by over 200 people from 
Australia, Denmark and New Zealand.  The conference attracted excellent feedback from the attendees, who felt 

that its multidisciplinary nature had extended their thinking on the application of resilience thinking to public 
policy. The conference was sponsored by the Attorney-General’s Department who has responsibility for 

implementing the Federal Government’s resilience agenda.  

Australia 21 directors were invited to a meeting at Prime Minister& Cabinet which discussed issues around 
resilience, including drawing on recent international consultations.  Australia21 was also asked to contribute a 

presentation on the outcomes of its conference. 

Australia21 is asking prominent Australians what they consider to be the next big question and recently sought 

the input of young people and through the Australian Youth Forum and the Minister for Youth held a national on-
line forum which gathered over 600 responses from across Australia.  A report is being finalised on the questions 

posed and the votes received and that will be posted the A21 webpage shortly. 

mailto:info@naedf.com
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Later this year an Australia21 expert group will review and examine all the questions posed to define the five 

most important issues facing Australia into the future. These will be captured in the final report, which will also 
reference all questions. You can access the big questions being asked on the A21 website: 

http://www.australia21.org.au/bigquestion_presentations.htm 

In conjunction with CSIRO, A21 is currently finalising a collection of essays on aspects of resilience across a 
range of policy issues. The book is due to be published this September and it notes on the back cover: As 

Australia moves into a millennium that promises major economic, social, technological and environmental 
change, Australia21 has assembled some of Australia’s leading thinkers to give their perspectives on the extent 

and direction of resilience across our nation’s social, economic, ecological systems and disaster management 
systems. 

Australia 21 current activities include discussions on the ways in which Australia21 might add value to the 
present debates on population policy and emissions abatement.  

Australia21 operates without guaranteed funding and donations are tax deductible. 

More information on Australia21’s activities can be found on the newly created blog at: 
http://shapingaustraliasfuture.blogspot.com/ 

NATIONAL ECOSYSTEM SERVICES NETWORK 

The concept of payment for Ecosystem Services was addressed at the 2009 Savannah Symposium in 
Darwin and has been put forward as a means for remote regions to achieve economic sustainability 
while at the same time facilitating surveillance of remote northern Australia.  Following is an outline 
of the recent studies undertaken by the Australia21 ecosystems team.   

For the past twelve months, the Australia 21 ecosystems team has put its efforts into promoting the development 
of a National Ecosystem Service Strategy (NESS) and a National Ecosystem Services Network (NESN). 

This work is led by Geoff Gorrie, Chair of the A21 Ecosystems team that includes Australia 21 Fellow Mike 
Archer, Australia 21 Scholars Peter Ampt, Phillipa Rowland and Simone Maynard, Dr Jeremy Thompson, Dr 
Allan Dale and A21 Chairman Professor Bob Douglas. 

Evidence of the diminishing health of Australian ecosystems is unfortunately not hard to find, with evident decline 
in soil fertility, fisheries stocks, water quality and quantity and loss of carbon sinks that help local/regional climate 
regulation.  There is both a national and a global sense of urgency about the need for a coherent strategy to 
preserve ecosystems and the services they provide to humans.   

This is highlighted in the Millennium Ecosystem Assessment conducted by the United Nations (access the 
Assessment home page here) and recognised by the Obama Administration which on 6 January 2009 
announced a new section of its Department of Agriculture, entitled the Office of Ecosystem Services and 
Markets, to be headed by a new appointee Dr Sally Collins (see here). 

The concept of ecosystem services is becoming more widely recognised in research and policy and has the 
potential to provide the framework for better planning and management, leading to ecologically sustainable 
development.  An ecosystem services approach is being applied to Southeast Queensland catchments and is 
becoming recognised as leading the world.  Research networks are already focused on ecosystem service 
provision.  Some groundbreaking work with indigenous communities has highlighted the possibilities for 
payments to groups who, by their actions, are enhancing ecosystem service provision on the vast and important 
indigenous estate. 

Great potential can be generated by fostering enthusiasm and passion from innovators and bringing them 
together in a flexible network that brings together the interests, skills and capacities of Federal and State 
Governments, the private sector, research communities, local regional bodies and civil society.  An approach that 

http://www.australia21.org.au/bigquestion_presentations.htm
http://shapingaustraliasfuture.blogspot.com/
http://www.millenniumassessment.org/en/index.aspx
http://www.worldchanging.com/archives/009278.html
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encourages collaboration and ownership and builds on existing activity, while creating opportunities for a broad 
consistent approach to the national valuation of the essential suite of services could, Australia 21 believes, 
contribute very substantially to the solution of many natural resource issues including biodiversity conservation, 
bio-sequestration of carbon and indigenous employment. 

Cross-sectoral learning from each other appears to have the greatest likelihood of success in rapidly building 
ecosystem services into the future Australian economy. 

In its preliminary proposal for a NESN, the Australia 21 Ecosystems team is suggesting that NESN members 
would have the responsibility for overseeing the implementation of a world leading strategy to be at the heart of 
the activities of regional Natural Resource Management (NRM) bodies around Australia.  The NESN would have 
responsibility for overseeing the data needs, the research activity, and the development of a framework for a 
coordinated regional approach to the assessment and management of ecosystem services across the nation. 

To further develop these ideas for an NESN, Australia 21 is currently seeking support from funding agents, to 
undertake discussions and a roundtable with the many stakeholders who would be needed to make the national 
strategy operational.  

Website: http://shapingaustraliasfuture.blogspot.com/2010/03/national-ecosystem-services-network.html  

RDA NEWS 

The Hon Maxine McKew MP addressed the inaugural meeting of the RDA Executive Officers at their 

induction in Canberra on 2nd June 2010.  The transcript can be accessed here: http://naedf.com/wp-

content/uploads/2010/07/The-Hon-Maxine-McKew-MP-to-RDA-Executive-officers.pdf .  

AUSTRALIAN GOVERNMENT BUSINESS CONSULTATION WEBSITE 

The Australian Government regularly seeks input from individuals, organisations and the community 

when developing new and existing policies and regulations.   Interested organisations and individuals 

can register on the Business Consultation website, which will provide an effective way for feedback 

on a range of federal government consultations.  www.consultation.business.gov.au.  

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AUSTRALIA NEWS 

ED Journal Vol 4 No 2  
The latest edition of the ED Journal can be accessed at:  
http://www.edaustralia.com.au/SITE/resources/pdf/Economic_Development_Journal_Vol_4_No2.p
df  
 
National Economic Development Conference, Sydney Oct 25 -28 2010  
The Conference brochure is now available and registrations have opened on the EDA Webpage.  
 
EDA Awards 2010  
The Economic Development Australia Awards (EDA Awards) for Excellence are open until 31 August 
2010.  The finalists will be announced and winners presented at the 2010 National Economic 
Development Australia Conference in Sydney on 25 October 2010. 

Judges will consider a number of elements in assessing the applications including: 

¶ Planning 
¶ Innovation / creativity / new approach 
¶ Process / Quality of content 
¶ Resourcefulness / Sustainability / Partnerships 
¶ Benefits / effectiveness 

http://shapingaustraliasfuture.blogspot.com/2010/03/national-ecosystem-services-network.html
http://naedf.com/wp-content/uploads/2010/07/The-Hon-Maxine-McKew-MP-to-RDA-Executive-officers.pdf
http://naedf.com/wp-content/uploads/2010/07/The-Hon-Maxine-McKew-MP-to-RDA-Executive-officers.pdf
http://www.consultation.business.gov.au/
http://www.edaustralia.com.au/SITE/resources/pdf/Economic_Development_Journal_Vol_4_No2.pdf
http://www.edaustralia.com.au/SITE/resources/pdf/Economic_Development_Journal_Vol_4_No2.pdf
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¶ Measurement / evaluation 
¶ Contribution to the Economic Development Profession 

QUEENSLAND R & D INVESTMENT STRTAEGY 2010 ð 2020 

Queensland Chief Scientists, Professor Peter Andrews has announced the release of the Queensland 
Research and Development Investment Strategy 2010 ς 2020.   

Professor Andrews said the strategy has been developed by R&D Queensland to ensure that the 
Queensland Government's substantial investment in R&D is strategic, coordinated and results in the 
best outcomes for all Queenslanders.  It also provides a platform to introduce national and 
international stakeholders to Queensland's strengths and competitiveness in research and positions 
Queensland to succeed on the world stage. 

In real terms, the strategy provides a blueprint for reaching a range of practical goals: a sustainable 
focus on preventative medicine, the creation of new industries and technologies to ensure success in 
a knowledge economy, promoting community wellbeing through breaking the cycle of social 
disadvantage, understanding our options for future energy and resource needs and transforming the 
quality of tropical living.  The strategy is available from the Chief Scientists web site: 
www.chiefscientist.qld.gov.au.  

Queensland research and development priorities and objectives 
As outlined in the Queensland research and development investment strategy 2010-2010, the 
Queensland Government has identified six research and development priorities and 14 research and 
ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƻōƧŜŎǘƛǾŜǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŦƻǊƳ ǘƘŜ ōŀǎƛǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ vǳŜŜƴǎƭŀƴŘ DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ 
research and development activities.  

Enabling sciences and technologies 

¶ To provide the knowledge, tools and technologies required to support development of 
capabilities in the enabling sciences and technologies. 

Environmentally sustainable Queensland 

¶ Ecosystems: to provide the knowledge, tools and technologies required to protect and 
ǊŜǎǘƻǊŜ vǳŜŜƴǎƭŀƴŘΩǎ ŘƛǾŜǊǎŜ ŜŎƻǎȅǎǘŜƳǎΦ 

¶ Land: to provide the knowledge, tools and technologies required to sustain and restore 
vǳŜŜƴǎƭŀƴŘΩǎ ƭŀƴŘ ŀƴŘ ǎƻƛƭΦ 

¶ Atmosphere: to provide the knowledge, tools and technologies required to mitigate air 
pollution and adapt to climate change. 

¶ Water: to provide the knowledge, tools and technologies required to ensure a sustainable 
balance between water demand and supply. 

Smart industries 

¶ Industry development: to provide the knowledge, tools and technologies required to build 
vǳŜŜƴǎƭŀƴŘΩǎ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ-intensive industries. 

¶ Food and fibre industries: to provide the knowledge, tools and technologies required to 
enhance productivity and create new value-ŀŘŘƛƴƎ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ƛƴ vǳŜŜƴǎƭŀƴŘΩǎ 
food and fibre industries. 

http://www.vision6.com.au/ch/7897/2cn7xnv/1277166/eeb6bd68h.aspx
http://www.vision6.com.au/ch/7897/2cn7xnv/669021/eeb6bnvdh.html
http://www.chiefscientist.qld.gov.au/research-and-development/investment-strategy.aspx
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¶ Energy and resources industries: to provide the knowledge, tools and technologies required 
to support safe, sustainable and competitive energy and resources industries. 

¶ Infrastructure, planning and services: to provide the knowledge, tools and technologies 
required to plan for and deliver cost-effective, efficient infrastructure and services. 

Tropical opportunities 

¶ To provide the knowledge, tools and technologies required to create globally competitive 
tropical expertise industries. 

Health and wellbeing 

¶ Health: to provide the knowledge, tools and technologies required to prevent disease and 
deliver top quality patient care at sustainable cost. 

¶ Community wellbeing: to provide the knowledge, tools and technologies required to 
identify and address the causes of disadvantage and better integrate the delivery of 
community services. 

¶ Education and training: to provide the knowledge, tools and technologies required to 
underpin quality education and training for all Queenslanders. 

Safeguarding Queensland 

¶ To provide the knowledge, tools and technologies required to manage and prevent crime, 
biosecurity threats and natural and non-natural disasters. 

REGIONAL NEWS 

Just see what returning royalties to regions can do for regional economic and social development!  
The WA governments Regional Grants Scheme is providing funding for regional organisations and 
communitieǎΦ ¢ƻ ŎƛǘŜ ǘƘŜ ²! ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ wƻȅŀƭǘƛŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǊŜƎƛƻƴǎ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜΥ άThe Regional Grants 
Scheme is an initiative of Royalties for Regions that aims to improve economic and community 
infrastructure and services in regional Western Australia.  Now in its second year the grants have 
helped attract investment, increased jobs and improved the quality of life in regional Western 
!ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǎŎƘŜƳŜ ƛǎ ŀŘƳƛƴƛǎǘŜǊŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ {ǘŀǘŜΩǎ ƴƛƴŜ ǊŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ŎƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴǎ ǿƛǘƘ 
support from the Department of Regional Development and Lands.” 
 

KIMBERLEY DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION 

Following is a press release from the Kimberley Development Commission, 25th June 2010 on 
receiving funding for a number of projects. 
 
Kimberley awarded $2.62 million in Regional Grants 
Kimberley Development Commission Chair Professor Patrick Dodson today announced the successful projects 
in the second round of the State Government’s Royalties for Regions Regional Grants Scheme. 
 
Professor Dodson said the Kimberley region would receive $2.6 2 million for 26 projects. 
Regional Development Minister Brendon Grylls said that Royalties for Regions funding would contribute more 
than $27 million across regional Western Australia with additional funding provided by hundreds of organisations 
– both big and small – supporting our regional communities. 
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“The wide range of the projects receiving funding this year reflects the diversity of the needs of people in the 
Kimberley region,” Mr Grylls said. A total of 233 new projects, with a total project value of more than $140 million, 
have received approval by the nine regional development commissions across the State. 
 
Projects that received Regional Grants Scheme funding for the 2009 -10 financial year include: 

¶ $209,536 to the Jarlmadangah Community in the Fitzroy Valley for the construction of an Eco Retreat 
including 4 safari units and associated works on a site near the Community. 

¶ $137,576 to the Kapululangu Aboriginal Women’s Association in Balgo for the upgrade of the 
Kapululangu Women’s Law and Culture Centre to enable that building to become disabled compliant. 

¶ $134,500 to the Kununurra Visitor Centre / Tourism WA for the renovation of the Argyle Downs 
Homestead Museum. 

¶ $250,000 to the Shire of Derby-West Kimberley for the construction of a new Tourist Information Centre 
in Derby. 

¶ $136,000 to the Rural Clinical School of Western Australia to f it out office space in the Ord Valley 
Aboriginal Health Service building and fund a house for senior medical student accommodation. 

 
“I would like to congratulate all those organisations for their inspiring and practical project proposals,” Professor 
Dodson said. 
 
For more information please contact the Kimberley Development Commission on (08) 9193 6795 or go to 
www.kimberley.wa.gov.au to download a list of successful 2009-10 Regional Grants Scheme projects. 
 
DESERT KNOWLEDGE REMOTEFOCUS PROJECT 

Following is a press release of 30 June 2010 from Desert Knowledge announcing funding for the 

RemoteFOCUS project.  Attendees at NAEDF 2008 will recall the presentation from Fred Chaney and 

the discussion on issues relating to remote regional governance that were contained in the Forum 

statement and referred to the federal and state governments.  Again the source of this funding is the 

²! ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ Royalties for Regions, Regional Grants Scheme. 

$340K to reform remote governance 
remoteFOCUS, a national initiative facilitated by Desert Knowledge Australia, today received $340,000 from the 
Pilbara Development Commission, through the Regional Grants Scheme to run the remoteFOCUS Pilbara 
Project.  The remoteFOCUS Pilbara Project will consider how governments need to alter how they govern, 
administer and interact with the Pilbara region. The project involves developing recommended measures and 
reforms for the Pilbara region, and also testing and improvement of the national remoteREFORM Package.  
 
The Project will also enable a dialogue around how governments can better govern and interact with the 
communities of the Pilbara region so that the government contribution to the development of the region is most 
effective. This project is an integral part and subset of the national remoteFOCUS project which kicked off in 
Western Australia in 2008 when 28 Australians with extensive experience of government, government 
administration and remote Australia met to discuss the apparent failure of current structures to deliver effective 
government to the 85% of the country which is remote from the national state and territory centres of 
administration. Wide consultation across remote Australia over 2 years has confirmed that despite frequent ad 
hoc efforts to address concerns there is a need for more fundamental changes to ensure good government in the 
bush. Proposals for fundamental reform are in process of development. 
 
John Huigen, CEO Desert Knowledge Australia said, “We are very pleased to receive funding for this program 
that will allow us to further the remoteFOCUS agenda. We look forward to releasing the draft remoteREFORM 
package as part of an extensive community engagement process in the Pilbara. Our aim is get on‐ground 

feedback to the package and look at the practical effects of applying these reforms to one of remote Australia’s 
most challenging regions”. 
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A wide range of organisations and people have already participated in the remoteFOCUS initiative, which is 
facilitated by Desert Knowledge Australia, a national organisation headquartered in Alice Springs that aims to 
help build a stronger and more sustainable society and economy in the desert.  The Chair of Desert Knowledge 
Australia and convenor of the remoteFOCUS initiative, the Hon Fred Chaney AO, said, “the Pilbara is one of the 
key economic engine‐rooms of Australia. And yet persistent challenges remain. Episodic government 

interventions demonstrate that the ordinary processes of government are inadequate and that new approaches 
are needed.” 
“We are grateful to the Pilbara Development Commission of this opportunity to explore in depth how government 
arrangements could be altered to address some of the underlying barriers to improving these circumstances in a 
sustainable and long‐term way”. 

 
The Regional Grants Scheme, a program of Royalties for Regions, aims to improve economic and community 
infrastructure and services in regional Western Australia. The Scheme highlights one of the central themes of 
Royalties for Regions ‐ putting money back into communities for projects and services that are determined and 

driven by regional communities.  
For further information on remoteFOCUS visit: www.desertknowledge.com.au/remotefocus 
Media contact: Rebecca Farrell, 0418 210 981 and John Huigen 0448 515 563 

A NORTH QUEENSLAND INITIATIVE: RYUKU PEARL LIMITED AND TORRES STRAIT AGREEMENT 

The latest on this innovative project from Frederick Marchant:  

On March 2010, A Memorandum of Understanding was signed between Ryukyu Pearl Ltd, Okinawa and various 
community organisations from the Torres Strait to establish a training program in pearl farming for Torres 
Islanders to take place on the Island of Ishigaki, Okinawa - Japan. 

Since then a large group of trainees have commenced the first stage of learning basic Japanese language and 
Okinawan cultural.  Later in September a select six trainees will pack their bags and depart for Ishigaki for two 
months intensive training in all aspects of pearl farming, manufacturing and retailing.  A second semester is 
planned for early 2011 for a further two months training.   

Meanwhile a pilot farm is on the drawing board to be established in the Torres Islands and will become a joint 
venture project, shared between Torres communities and Ryukyu Pearl. 

The whole approach to this project has been unique. Instead of an overseas company setting up a business, 
employing a few locals and shipping the goods and profits elsewhere, the approach has been to set up a joint 
venture, laying the foundations for an enterprise that has local ownership and holistically tackles social issues 
and opportunities, as well as providing economic development.  Even the training is holistic in its approach.  
Trainees will get to work in retail outlets to get a feel for why one pearl is worth $100 and another $1000. An 
important thought to have in your mind when caring for pearls on the farms. 

Ryukyu Pearl is a family business and has been for several generations. Their vision is to establish a sustainable 
industry for generations to come, both Torres and Okinawan. Another important piece of this project is that 
Ryukyu Pearl has dozens of established retail outlets in Japan, meaning that any future products from the Torres 
Strait will have readymade markets.  Very often with developing community businesses, particularly in remote 
areas of Australia, having markets to sell products to is often an after-thought and sometimes the downfall of an 
otherwise good project. 

It is early days and the approach has been to plan each step carefully, but keep the big picture of generational 
change in mind. 

For further information contact:  F Marchant. , Executive Secretary - Okinawa/FNQ Sister Regions Organisation 
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CAPE YORK PENINSULA  

Investment Prospectus 

Cape York Sustainable Futures is putting the finishing touches to the Cape York Peninsula Investment 

Prospectus.  The report is due to be published by the end August.   

Overland Telegraph Line Tourism Project 

Cape York Sustainable Futures has been successful in obtaining Queensland Government funding to 

undertake a proposal to highlight the Overland Telegraph Line as a tourism destination for the 

Peninsula, linking the route to the Savannah Way.  

GULF SAVANNAH POWER FORUM BURKETOWN 

An Energy Forum: Powering the Gulf was held in Burketown on May 25 2010 to discuss sustainable 

power options for the remote region of northern Australia.  The meeting was addressed by Rob 

Macalister (GSD); Greg Nielsen (Queensland Office of Clean Energy); Lisa Chan (Centre for 

Appropriate Technology); Sasha Giffard (SMEC) and Rob Macalister on behalf of DP Energy.  

The meeting endorsed the following as outcomes to be pursued by Gulf Savannah Development with 
support from Southern Gulf Catchments: 

¶ With the Office of Clean Energy, to establish a working group to progress clean energy 
opportunities in the Gulf 

¶ Via the working group, to seek to deliver energy efficiency programs across all Gulf towns 
¶ Via the working group, to promote viable renewable energy options that are currently 

available to Gulf stakeholders 
¶ To establish a Gulf Energy Users Group (comprised of the principal energy users in the region 

- with a focus on current and prospective mines) to discuss possible solutions to common 
energy supply issues 

¶ ¢ƻ ǇǊƻƳƻǘŜ ǘƘŜ {ǘŀǘŜΩǎ current solar hot water rebate to Gulf stakeholders 
¶ SMEC to be invited to visit other parts of the region to assess whether projects such as 

Copperfield hydro-power are suitable for full pre-feasibility studies 
¶ That the region undertakes some risk management planning regarding peak oil and its likely 

impacts for the Gulf. 

FNQ REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT PRACTITIONERS NETWORK 

The Regional Development Practitioners Network was addressed by the Chair of the FNQTS Regional 

development Australia committee Chair, Andrew Griffiths in May.  The network has continued to 

expand and now comprises over 30 participants.  Membership is free and open to any person or 

organisation across ǘƘŜ ƴƻǊǘƘΣ ǿƘƻ ǿƛǎƘŜǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ƪŜǇǘ Ψƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭƻƻǇΩΦ 

The network is using the NAEDF Online and advance Cairns websites to maintain lists of contacts.  

People or organisations interested in joining the group can contact Margaret Darveniza (Advance 

Cairns) email: rdo@advancecairns.com.  

B4B and RDA $2 MILLION FUNDING BOOST FOR REGIONS 

Following is a press release of July 14 from Minister for Primary Industries, Fisheries and Rural and 

Regional Queensland, The Honourable Tim Mulherin 

$2 million for rural community building projects  

Minister for Primary Industries, Fisheries, Rural and Regional Queensland Tim Mulherin has 

mailto:rdo@advancecairns.com
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announced $2 million in funding for projects that improve their regions.  Mr Mulherin said the 

funding is part of Tomorrow's Regions: the Queensland Government's Partnership with Regional 

Communities - the Governments new integrated approach to working with rural and regional 

communities.  The plan also assigns a specific Government Minister to regions across the State to act 

as a dedicated Government point of contact for local councils and community organisations. 

 

"Tomorrow's Regions brings together the Blueprint for the Bush initiative and Regional Development 

Australia (RDA) Committee's to provide a stronger voice for rural Queensland," Mr Mulherin said. 

 

"Communities outside Southeast Queensland and major regional centres will be eligible to apply for 

the funding, to implement projects that improve the economic, social and cultural capacity of their 

regions.  Under the plan funding of up to $10,000 will be available for up to 100 recipients a year for 

projects in rural communities.  That money will be used to fund projects like plans for developing 

local sporting facilities or strategies to develop local shows or volunteer organisations.” 

 

"Following the recent Queensland Growth Management Summit the Government has committed to a 

regionalisation plan.  We want to help rural and regional communities become places that people 

want to live, work and raise families and these grants are part of a plan to help make that happen." 

 

Mr Mulherin said Tomorrow's Regions also assigns Bligh Government Ministers to specific regional 

communities to work in partnership with communities, to help achieve the outcomes specific areas 

want from Government. 

 

"Communities have been vocal about wanting more effective and direct interaction with Ministers," 

he said.  "This new approach provides an opportunity for Ministers, including myself, to engage 

directly with communities through recently established RDA Committees." 

The RDA initiative has established 12 committees, made up of representatives from local councils and 

other local organisations across Queensland to work with all levels of government to address 

regional issues and to promote regional development. 

Tomorrow's Regions will complement the new Bligh Government Regionalisation Strategy to be 

released by the end of the year. 

 

Organisations who wish to register their interest in the new funding program should email 

Blueprint@deedi.qld.gov.au 

 

Minister's Local Area Allocation  

Area    Minister Minister  RDA Chair 

Far North Qld and 
Torres Strait 

Minister Desley Boyle Minister Annastacia 
Palaszczuk 

Mr Andrew Griffiths 

Townsville & North 
West 

Minister Craig Wallace Minister Cameron Dick Mr Ronald McCullough 

Mackay/Whitsunday Minister Tim Mulherin Minister Rachel Nolan Mr Darren Woodward 

Fitzroy & Central West Minister Robert Minister Kate Jones Mr William Byrne 

mailto:Blueprint@deedi.qld.gov.au
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Schwarten 

Wide Bay Burnett & 
Sunshine Coast 

Treasurer Andrew 
Fraser  

Minister Neil Roberts Mr Grant Maclean & Cr 
Debbie Blumel 

Darling Downs & South 
West 

Minister Stephen 
Robertson 

Minister Stirling 
Hinchliffe 

Cr Bill Cahill 

Ipswich & West 
Moreton, Logan & 
Redlands and Gold 
Coast 

Minister Peter Lawlor Minister Karen 
Struthers 

Hon Dr David Hamill & 
Prof Max Standage & 
vacant position TBC 

Brisbane City and 
Moreton Bay 

Minister Geoff Wilson Minister Phil Reeves Mr John Shepley & Mr 
Neil Hoddinett 

 

THINK TNQ 

To help potential investors sift through regional information in order to make investment decisions 

about far north Queensland, Think TNQ profiles the key regions of the Tropical North, providing 

information on industry and resources, infrastructure, accessibility, land and housing, employment, 

education, health and wellbeing, lifestyle and community. The site is managed by Advance Cairns.  

Go to: http://www.thinktnq.com.au/  

AGRI-FOOD TOURISM PROJECT UPDATE 

This federally funded TQUAL project is being managed by Nola Craig of Advance Cairns and aims to 

develop an alternative tourism theme for the FNQ region, based on tropical agri-food experiences.  

Funding is being used for research, developing action plans to implement the food strategy; building 

capacity; developing and delivering a regional food brand and marketing strategy.  wŜŀŘ bƻƭŀΩǎ 

update on the project at: http://naedf.com/wp-content/uploads/2010/07/TQUAL-UPDATE-June-

2010.pdf  

 

CONFERENCE AND MEETING OUTCOMES 

TCI GLOBAL TOURISM CLUSTER CONFERENCE, PUNTA CANA DOMINICAN REPUBLIC April 2010 

The 1st Global conference on tourism clusters organised by The Competitiveness Institute was held in 

April this year in Punta Cana, Dominican Republic.  Proceeds of the conference can be accessed at: 

http://competitividad.org.do/primera-conferencia-sobre-clusters-turisticos-competitivos-y-

sostenibles-de-clase-mundial/.  

Some in English include: 

Tourism clusters, market trends and competitiveness: Michel Julian, World Tourism Organisation - 

http://naedf.com/wp-content/uploads/2010/07/Tourism-Clusters-market-trends-and-

competitiveness-Michel-Julian-UNWTO.pdf  

Branding and Marketing Tourism Clusters, Chris Seek: http://naedf.com/wp-

content/uploads/2010/07/Branding-and-Marketing-Tourism-Clusters-Chris-Seek.pdf  

http://www.thinktnq.com.au/
http://naedf.com/wp-content/uploads/2010/07/TQUAL-UPDATE-June-2010.pdf
http://naedf.com/wp-content/uploads/2010/07/TQUAL-UPDATE-June-2010.pdf
http://competitividad.org.do/primera-conferencia-sobre-clusters-turisticos-competitivos-y-sostenibles-de-clase-mundial/
http://competitividad.org.do/primera-conferencia-sobre-clusters-turisticos-competitivos-y-sostenibles-de-clase-mundial/
http://naedf.com/wp-content/uploads/2010/07/Tourism-Clusters-market-trends-and-competitiveness-Michel-Julian-UNWTO.pdf
http://naedf.com/wp-content/uploads/2010/07/Tourism-Clusters-market-trends-and-competitiveness-Michel-Julian-UNWTO.pdf
http://naedf.com/wp-content/uploads/2010/07/Branding-and-Marketing-Tourism-Clusters-Chris-Seek.pdf
http://naedf.com/wp-content/uploads/2010/07/Branding-and-Marketing-Tourism-Clusters-Chris-Seek.pdf
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Sustainability of donor supported clusters in developing economies, Prof Donald Hawkins: 

http://naedf.com/wp-content/uploads/2010/07/Sustainability-of-Donor-Supported-Tourism-

Clusters-in-Developing-Economies-Prof-David-Hawkins.pdf  

Savannah Way Themed Adventure Drive:  http://naedf.com/wp-content/uploads/2010/07/themed-

adventure-drive-and-tourism-clusters-in-northern-australia.pdf  

 

UPCOMING CONFERENCES 

August is a great time to be in Cairns and there are two very interesting conferences on 

offer in August: 

FULLBRIGHT 60TH ANNIVERSARY SYMPOSIUM, 18 and 19 August, Cairns  

The overarching theme of the Fulbright 60th Anniversary Symposium is Sustainable Societies in the 

Tropical World.  This Symposium provides the opportunity to bring great minds together to discuss 

and present solutions to real-world challenges, and help shape a brighter future for life in the 

tropics, worldwide. Early bird registrations are now open.  

To register and pay online, please visit: 
www.jcu.edu.au/fulbrightsymposium/regnsponser/reg/JCUTST_060813.html  and follow the link. 

TROPLINKS INTERNATIONAL SYMPOSIUM,  22 - 24 August, Cairns 

The TropLinks International Symposium will focus on opportunities in tropical expertise and will 
feature guest speakers from our priority markets in PNG, Guam and The Pacific. Keep posted for  

AUSTRALIAN REGION TOURISM CONVENTION, 16 ð 20 August, Sebel Heritage Yarra Valley,  

¢ƘŜ /ƻƴǾŜƴǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΩǎ ǇǊŜƳƛŜǊ ǊŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ ǘƻǳǊƛǎƳ ŜǾŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǿƛƭƭ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜ ƛǘǎ ǘŜƴǘƘ ŀƴƴƛǾŜǊǎŀǊȅ 
to be held in the Yarra Valley and Dandenongs region of Victoria.  The Convention Program features 
a stellar line up of presenters, exclusive Field Trip experiences and invaluable opportunities to 
network with your colleagues from all over Australia.  

SEGRA 2010, 18 21 October, Townsville 

Following on the highly successful SEGRA in Kalgoorlie last year, SEGRA this year will be held in 

Townsville.  The theme for this year is ΨwŜƎƛƻƴǎΥ ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊƛƴƎ ŀ ōƛƎ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΩ.  Again SEGRA has a 

strong focus on northern Australia.  Action agendas for SEGRA 2010 include: 

¶ The developing role for Northern Australia 

¶ Marine Industry opportunities for regional Australia 

¶ Shipping and Land Transport  

¶ Land Rights and Economic Opportunities for Indigenous peoples 

¶ Sustainable cities and a big Australia 

¶ Productivity gains - opportunities in regions 

¶ Regional competitiveness 

¶ Resolving contested economic development issues regarding land use, resources and 
sustainability  

¶ Cross sectoral community development and engagement 

http://naedf.com/wp-content/uploads/2010/07/Sustainability-of-Donor-Supported-Tourism-Clusters-in-Developing-Economies-Prof-David-Hawkins.pdf
http://naedf.com/wp-content/uploads/2010/07/Sustainability-of-Donor-Supported-Tourism-Clusters-in-Developing-Economies-Prof-David-Hawkins.pdf
http://naedf.com/wp-content/uploads/2010/07/themed-adventure-drive-and-tourism-clusters-in-northern-australia.pdf
http://naedf.com/wp-content/uploads/2010/07/themed-adventure-drive-and-tourism-clusters-in-northern-australia.pdf
http://www.jcu.edu.au/fulbrightsymposium/regnsponser/reg/JCUTST_060813.html
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For more go to http://www.segra.com.au/  

NATIONAL ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT CONFERENCE, 25 -28 October SYDNEY  

The Conference brochure is now available and registrations have opened on the EDA Webpage. 

SAVANNAH SYMPOSIUM, 1 & 2 November, Townsville 

The 2010 Savannah Symposium will be held in Townsville on 1 and 2 November.  This exciting event 

ƛǎ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƻǳǘǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ нллф 5ŀǊǿƛƴ {ȅƳǇƻǎƛǳƳ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜƳŜŘ ά5ƻƛƴƎ 

{ǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƭŜ .ǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ .ǳǎƘέΦ   

Critical issues affecting Northern Australia form the Symposium streams:  
Community Business: Examining opportunities for regional communities, including the role 
of Councils, the Indigenous Economy, and the roles of the Cattle and Mining industries.  
Water Business: Investigating the future of marine and river systems ς their health, 
sustainable utilisation and management.  
Tourism Business: Discussing changing markets, new operational standards, cross regional 
linkages and business opportunities.  
Conservation Business: Looking at Clean Energy, Indigenous Land Management, Protected 

Areas and green business operations. 

Papers are now being invited.  Contact Russell Boswell, Manager - Savannah Way Limited, 

info@savannahway.com.au.  

Details and registration form: http://naedf.com/wp-content/uploads/2010/07/Invitation-to-

Participate-Savannah-Symposium.pdf  

DESERT KNOWLEDGE SYMPOSIUM 2010, 10 -11 November Alice Springs  

The 2010 Desert Knowledge Symposium and Business Showcase will be held on Wednesday 10 and 

Thursday 11 November at the Alice Springs Convention Centre. The 2008 event attracted over 400 

participants from across Australia and the world. 

Contact: tami.boehm@desertknowledge.com.au  

UNIVERSITIES 

RMIT POST GRADUATE PROGRAM IN ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 2010 RMIT UNIVERSITY, 

MELBOURNE 

NOTE: this is relevant for those wishing to seek EDA accreditation as an Australian Certified 
Economic Developer. 

Semester 1  Introduction to Economic Development , Regional Policy ; Economic Development 
Strategies and Projects (new)  
Semester 2  
Community Economic Analysis;  Working with Local Business (formerly Business Attraction) 
Innovation, Culture and Economic Development (new)  
 
Applications for admission to the Master of Economic Development Program are currently being 
accepted from new students.  Students who have already been admitted to the program and re-

http://www.segra.com.au/
mailto:info@savannahway.com.au
http://naedf.com/wp-content/uploads/2010/07/Invitation-to-Participate-Savannah-Symposium.pdf
http://naedf.com/wp-content/uploads/2010/07/Invitation-to-Participate-Savannah-Symposium.pdf
mailto:tami.boehm@desertknowledge.com.au
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enrolling students need to complete their enrolment details as soon as possible. Further information 
is available from www.rmit.edu.au/programs/mc175 

GENERAL  

RESEARCH ON REGIONS 

To search on regional and community development topics use this custom search engine which 

utilizes over 1,200 regional related sites.  

http://www.google.com/cse/home?cx=000551187207053117963:m1gvkhigkeo&hl=en  

KEEPING AN EYE ON THINGS.... 

/ƘŜŎƪ ƻǳǘ Ψ¢ƘŜ /ƻŎƪŀǘƻƻΩΣ ǇǊƻǾƛŘƛƴƎ ŀ ōƛǊŘΩǎ ŜȅŜ ǾƛŜǿ ƻŦ ŜǾŜƴǘǎΣ ǇƻƭƛŎƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ /ŀƴōŜǊǊŀ 

and beyond. Ψ¢ƘŜ /ƻŎƪŀǘƻƻΩ ƛǎ a FREE newsletter compiled by an international network, identifying 

best practice, access to leading edge reports and analyses, advice on federal funding and global 

collaboration opportunities.  The Cockatoo Board encourages contribution, so it is a way to get 

ideas, projects and investment proposals well circulated.  Sign up at apdcockatoo@iprimus.com.au 

Cockatoo also runs an interesting blog.  The Investment and Innovation Forum is an international 

network, providing a wealth of articles on best practice and inside information on activities and 

collaboration.  

Go to: http://investmentinnovation.wordpress.com/  

 

And finally, a bit of trivia in the lead-up to August 21, NAEDF received this quote by email...... 

So what have we learned in 2,065 years? 

ά¢ƘŜ ōǳŘƎŜǘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ōŀƭŀƴŎŜŘΣ ǘƘŜ ¢ǊŜŀǎǳǊȅ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǊŜŦƛƭƭŜŘΣ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ŘŜōǘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ 

reduced, the arrogance of officialdom should be tempered and controlled, and the 

assistance to foreign lands should be curtailed lest Rome become bankrupt. People must 

again learn to work, instead of living on public assistance." 

Cicero, 55 BC 

(Note: However on checking, the source could be Taylor Caldwell from her novel based on 

the life of /ƛŎŜǊƻΣ ΨtƛƭƭŀǊ ƻŦ LǊƻƴΩΣ мфсрύΦ  

 

Contributions on regional and community development topics are welcome for the Newsletter 

and the website. .  The NAEDF website is regularly updated with news from government, agencies, 

industry and community.  Go to http://naedf.com/   

http://www.rmit.edu.au/programs/mc175
http://www.google.com/cse/home?cx=000551187207053117963:m1gvkhigkeo&hl=en
mailto:apdcockatoo@iprimus.com.au
http://investmentinnovation.wordpress.com/
http://naedf.com/

