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NAEDF ONLINE NEWSLETTER, MARCH 2010 

The aim of NAEDF Online is to strengthen networks and maintain the focus generated by NAEDF on 

the challenges and issues of significance for northern Australia.  Please circulate the newsletter to 

any colleagues and acquaintances you think may be interested in being a part of the network.  

Contributions to the newsletter are invited and can be emailed to info@naedf.com.  Feedback would 

also be appreciated on the type of content you would find of most value. 

In this edition:  

North Australia Land and Water Taskforce Report 

RDA News 

Australian Government Business Consultation Website 

TropLinks Aust-PNG Trade Expo 

EDA Accreditation Scheme 

Successor to Tropical Savannas CRC 

Torres Strait/Okinawa Pearling Agreement 

Gulf Savannah Information Document 

FNQ Regional Development Practitioners Network 

Think TNQ 

Agri-food Tourism Project 

Conference and Meeting Outcomes 

Upcoming Conferences 

Universities 

General 

 

BREAKING NEWS 

SEGRA 2010 will be held in Townsville during the week commencing 18th October.  Read more under 
upcoming conferences.  

NORTH AUSTRALIA LAND AND WATER TASKFORCE REPORT 

The long awaited Northern Australia Land and Water Taskforce report has not been well received in 

some quarters.  Some conservationists don’t think it goes far enough in preventing water storage 

development and others object to the perceived hindrance it places on northern agricultural 

development.   

The Taskforce states that “the future growth of northern Australia will depend on the success of 

partnerships between governments, communities and entrepreneurs, working together” - a 

message that has been delivered by successive north Australia forums since 2000.   

The report notes the key areas for development opportunities are tourism, conservation and natural 

resource management, indigenous enterprises, commercial fishing, agriculture and mining.  

Opportunities exist for the expansion of the beef industry through improved practices enabling 

intensification.  A number of agricultural opportunities with investment and employment potential 

can be developed utilising niche areas of arable lands with appropriate soil and water patterns.  

Both the report ‘Sustainable development of northern Australia’ and the Science review ‘Northern 

Australia Land and Water Science Review 2009’ are now available. The reports can be accessed at 

http://www.nalwt.gov.au/reports.aspx . 

RDA NEWS 

New RDA website: http://www.rda.gov.au/ 

Parliamentary Secretary for Infrastructure, Transport, Regional Development and Local Government 
launched the new Regional Development Australia website on 17th March.  Ms McKew said the website 

mailto:info@naedf.com
http://www.nalwt.gov.au/reports.aspx
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will offer a great resource for people to engage with their local communities, check out success stories and 
follow the work of their local RDA committee.   

First National Forum for RDA Chairs and Deputies 

The Australian Government hosted a Regional Development Australia (RDA) National Forum in 

Canberra on 18 March 2010.  The forum was preceded by a RDA National Dinner on 17 March 2010.  

The RDA National Forum brought together the Chairs and Deputy Chairs of all fifty five RDA 

committees to discuss the major challenges facing regional Australia, exchange ideas on the ways in 

which they can assist their regions to address these challenges and learn more about relevant 

Australian Government programs, services and initiatives.   The keynote address from Parliamentary 

Secretary, Hon Maxine McKew MP can be accessed at http://naedf.com/wp-

content/uploads/2010/03/The-Hon-Maxine-McKew-MP-address-to-the-Inaugural-RDA-summit.pdf . 

Regional areas will be keenly awaiting news on further actions.  For more information and up to date 
news on RDA, go to www.rda.gov.au.  

NEW AUSTRALIAN GOVERNMENT BUSINESS CONSULTATION WEBSITE 

The Australian Government regularly seeks input from individuals, organisations and the community 

when developing new and existing policies and regulations.   Interested organisations and individuals 

can register on the Business Consultation website, which will provide an effective way for feedback 

on a range of federal government consultations.  www.consultation.business.gov.au.  

TROPLINKS:  AUSTRALIA PAPUA NEW GUINEA TRADE EXPO 

The Australia Papua New Guinea Trade Expo will be held from 16 to 18 May 2010 in conjunction 
with the 26th Australia Papua New Guinea Business Forum at Jupiters Hotel Townsville Australia. 
The Trade Expo is supported by Austrade and the PNG Investment Promotion Authority. 

VIP participants at the Forum will include senior corporate and government decision-makers and the 

holders of trade booths will have a unique opportunity to present their goods and services to people 

at this level. 

TropLinks will be organising a booth and we would like to give members the opportunity to promote 

themselves at this event. TropLinks will generically promote tropical expertise and the business 

matching capabilities of the organisation however if you have a special interest in PNG then you 

might like to take advantage of TropLinks offer to TropLinks members: 

¶ Option 1 - for only $150 we will take along your printed collateral and specifically talk about 

your business as an example of the types of members TropLinks has in its network. 

¶ Option 2 – for $250, you can receive the benefits of Option 1 but also attend the trade expo 

and network with other exhibitors and guests in the expo area during morning tea, lunch 

and afternoon tea. 

http://naedf.com/wp-content/uploads/2010/03/The-Hon-Maxine-McKew-MP-address-to-the-Inaugural-RDA-summit.pdf
http://naedf.com/wp-content/uploads/2010/03/The-Hon-Maxine-McKew-MP-address-to-the-Inaugural-RDA-summit.pdf
http://www.rda.gov.au/
http://www.consultation.business.gov.au/
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Please note that attendance at the trade expo would normal cost $500 and booth registration is 

$900. There is very limited capacity to promote a handful of members directly so please contact 

TropLinks to register your interest before COB Friday 5th March.  For more information about the 

TropLinks booth, contact Jenny Compton at jenny.compton@troplinks.com. For more information 

about the event, visit http://www.apngbc.org.au/index.htm  

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AUSTRALIA ACCREDITATION SCHEME  

ACEcD (Australian Certified Economic Developer) for EDA members 

Following an EDA Board review of accreditation systems, acting on members’ request, it was decided 
to introduce the ACEcD accreditation scheme. Any members wishing to apply for ACEcD are asked to 
LOG IN to the EDA web site using user name and password and go to 
www.edaustralia.com.au/ACEcD . Members will then be required to complete the Professional 
Development Activity record www.edaustralia.com.au/pd-activity-record  upon which your 
application will be assessed and approved (as appropriate).  NOTE: There is no additional cost to 
become an ACEcD. 

The criteria for ACEcD are as follows:  

• Be a financial member of EDA  

• 5 years relevant experience in an economic development role plus the Post Grad Certificate course 
in Economic Development of RMIT University [Four units].or an equivalent post graduate course OR   
at least 10 years relevant experience in an economic development role  

• Commit to continued professional development and achieve 50 PD points over each two year 
period  

A certificate of accreditation will be issued to certified members in due course.   Once established 
the ACEcD will be become a recognition of practitioner professionalism, and eventually may become 
a desirable requirement for economic development positions. 

EDA Board request for member data  

In order to better understand the skills and background of its members and provide appropriate 
professional development programs, the EDA Board asks ALL MEMBERS to LOG IN to the EDA web 
site using user name and password and to complete the following two forms: 

• Education record (www.edaustralia.com.au/education-record)  

• Employment record (www.edaustralia.com.au/employment-record)  

Any new members will automatically be required to complete these forms as part of the NEW 
APPLICATION process.   All three forms will be accessible to members once logged in via the member 
console (links are below the Forum link on right-hand-side).   Any queries or problems re the process 
contact the Executive Director on 0419 617 510 or email: executive.director@edaustralia.com.au 

 

http://www.apngbc.org.au/index.htm
http://www.edaustralia.com.au/ACEcD
http://www.edaustralia.com.au/pd-activity-record
http://www.edaustralia.com.au/education-record
http://www.edaustralia.com.au/employment-record
mailto:executive.director@edaustralia.com.au
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JOURNAL OF ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL POLICY (JESP) CALL FOR PAPERS   

JESP is an interdisciplinary scholarly journal that publishes research aimed to advance understanding 
of social and economic policy.  JESP is calling for articles for a special edition on “Current Issues in 
Regional Australian Economic and Social Policy”.  Special editors for this edition will be Peter Vitartas 
of Southern Cross University and Kate Charters of SEGRA. Manuscripts must be submitted by May 
31, 2010.  The edition will be published in September 2011.  Papers submitted for the Journal can 
also be considered for presentation at SEGRA 2010.  Read more. http://naedf.com/wp-
content/uploads/2010/03/JESP-call-for-papers.pdf  
 

REGIONAL NEWS 

SUCCESSOR TO TROPICAL SAVANNAS COOPERATIVE RESEARCH CENTRE 

David Garnett, CEO Tropical Savannas CRC has advised the following:  

The Tropical Savannas Cooperative Research Centre will close at the end of March 2010 after fifteen 

successful years.  Planning for its successor is well underway and this has been assisted by the 

announcement that the closing date for the next CRC funding round will be 2 July 2010.  In 

announcing this 13th round the Minister identified two priority areas, comprising manufacturing and 

social innovation.  He went on to say that “social innovation will target areas of major social 

challenge and will be interpreted broadly.  Issues such as ageing, substance abuse, participation in 

education and sport are possible priority areas.  Other areas include low socio-economic groups, rural 

and remote issues, and Indigenous Australians”.  This is clearly good for the new CRC bid. 

A NORTH QUEENSLAND INITIATIVE: TORRES STRAIT/OKINAWA PEARLING AGREEMENT  

Why not look north when wanting to do business in Northern Australia?  After all there are a lot of 

people in Southern Asia looking south to do business here. 

Frederick Marchant, in his spare, time is the Executive Secretary for the Far North 

Queensland/Okinawa Sister Region organisation and he is always looking north when it comes to 

regional development for his part of Australia.  In particular he is looking to Okinawa, Japan.  Read 

more on this initiative: http://naedf.com/wp-content/uploads/2010/03/Why-not-look-north-

final1.pdf  

GULF SAVANNAH INFORMATION DOCUMENT 

The second edition, March 2010, of the Gulf Savannah investment document is now available.  It is 

an excellent and very comprehensive document, providing a regional economic profile, information 

on business and employment opportunities, investment information and an overview of the Gulf 

lifestyle and services.  

The report can be obtained free of charge by downloading from the Gulf Savannah website 

http://www.gulf-savannah.com.au/ or by contacting admin@gulf-savannah.com.au for a hard copy.  

FNQ REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT PRACTITIONERS NETWORK 

The Regional Development Practitioners Network mentioned in the inaugural Newsletter has 

continued to expand.  It will be a benefit for regional development in the north through creating 

http://naedf.com/wp-content/uploads/2010/03/JESP-call-for-papers.pdf
http://naedf.com/wp-content/uploads/2010/03/JESP-call-for-papers.pdf
http://naedf.com/wp-content/uploads/2010/03/Why-not-look-north-final1.pdf
http://naedf.com/wp-content/uploads/2010/03/Why-not-look-north-final1.pdf
http://www.gulf-savannah.com.au/
mailto:admin@gulf-savannah.com.au
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lines of communication between individuals, industry, development organisations and government 

agencies in order to facilitate coordination of regional development projects.  The network is in its 

infancy and now comprises around 25 interested participants.  Membership is free and open to any 

person or organisation across the north, who wishes to be kept ‘in the loop’. 

One role of the network is seen as being a conduit to the local RDA committee, providing 

information on local issues, trends and on ground assessment of projects and needs.  The network 

will use the NAEDF Online website to maintain lists of contacts.  People or organisations interested 

in joining the group can contact Margaret Darveniza (Advance Cairns) email: 

rdo@advancecairns.com.  

THINK TNQ 

To help potential investors sift through regional information in order to make investment decisions 

about far north Queensland, Think TNQ profiles the key regions of the Tropical North, providing 

information on industry and resources, infrastructure, accessibility, land and housing, employment, 

education, health and wellbeing, lifestyle and community. The site is managed by Advance Cairns.  

Go to: http://www.thinktnq.com.au/  

AGRI-FOOD TOURISM PROJECT- TROPICAL QUEENSLAND 

The project is being managed by Nola Craig of advance Cairns and will build an alternative tourism 

theme for the region, based on tropical agri-food experiences, long term strategic approach, with a 

clearly targeted action plan to assist existing businesses to adapt, and new enterprises to emerge. 

 

This project will provide the framework for a complimentary product and experience cluster to 

establish over time, preparing the region for the anticipated impact of climate change on the reef 

and dispersing visitation into the broader region. 

 

Funding will be used for research, developing action plans to implement the food strategy; building 

capacity; developing and delivering a regional food brand and marketing strategy.  Read more on the 

project at: http://naedf.com/wp-content/uploads/2010/03/Overview-of-Advance-Cairns-TQUAL-

Funding.pdf  

CONFERENCE AND MEETING OUTCOMES 

AUSTRALIA21 SHAPING THE FUTURE, February 2010, Canberra 

{ƘŀǇƛƴƎ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΩǎ wŜǎƛƭƛŜƴŎŜΥ tƻƭƛŎȅ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ŦƻǊ ǳƴŎŜǊǘŀƛƴ ŦǳǘǳǊŜǎ  
Conference reflections 

Recently Australia21 brought some of the leading resilience scientists in the world together with a 
group of Australia’s policy makers to consider the application of resilience thinking to the major 
challenges facing us today. Many of the over 200 conference participants were people involved in 
the management of agriculture and catchment authorities around Australia. But there were many 
also from the fields of health and social sciences and economists and those involved in development 
of Australia’s infrastructure and our national response to climate change.  

mailto:rdo@advancecairns.com
http://www.thinktnq.com.au/
http://naedf.com/wp-content/uploads/2010/03/Overview-of-Advance-Cairns-TQUAL-Funding.pdf
http://naedf.com/wp-content/uploads/2010/03/Overview-of-Advance-Cairns-TQUAL-Funding.pdf
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Resilience thinking is systems thinking. It is about the way billions of complex self-organising and 
interacting systems, both those occurring in nature and those that are man–made, respond to 
shocks. If a system such as the global economy, the Australian health care system, a rainforest or a 
human body is able to adapt and maintain its normal function in the face of a severe external shock, 
it is said to be resilient. Whole systems and even whole societies can collapse quickly and completely 
if they are not resilient or cannot adapt or transform in a coherent way in the face of impending or 
unexpected shocks. 

Resilience or continuation of normal function may not be what is always needed of a system. 
Sometimes it would be better if in the face of shock, or in preparation for it, the system modified 
itself or even radically transformed itself to deal with new external realities. Resilience thinking is as 
much about adaptation and transformation as it is about maintaining current functions. 

For people managing our landscapes, our health and education systems and the nation’s emergency 
response systems, there was both excitement and impatience for new tools and new understandings 
about practical ways to manage our human systems at various levels in a resilience–sensitive way. 
To better manage these, we need case studies to better understand thresholds and tipping points as 
well as the feedback loops that operate across systems at various scales. 

Following the meeting of the Council of Australian Governments (COAG) late last year, resilience is 
now firmly on government agendas across Australia.  Resilience thinking is now quite as important 
for policy makers in government and industry as efficiency and risk management thinking. An 
economically efficient system is not necessarily a resilient one and conventional risk management 
policies need to be tempered by consideration of the desirability of adaptive or transformative 
change in the structure of the system. 

At the conference dinner, Robyn Archer, Creative Director of the Centenary of Canberra brilliantly 
applied resilience thinking to the systems which manage Australia’s creativity and the arts.  Expect to 
hear more of the R word as decision makers across the board come to grips with its implications. 

Conference papers and links to resilience sites can be found at:  
http://www.australia21.org.au/buildingAustraliasResilience-links.htm 

DESERT KNOWLEDGE AUSTRALIA 

Virtual Meeting Place Hosts Regional Summit  

On 4 February Desert Knowledge hosted a regional summit discussing the key challenges facing 
desert Australia. Common areas that emerged included: 

¶ Cost and types of energy for power generation and transport  
¶ Affordable accommodation and liveability  
¶ Attraction, recruitment and retention of staff, countering coastal drift, skill shortages and 

attracting new residents  
¶ Land release for housing and infrastructure development  
¶ The retreat of government and other services  
¶ Road and rail maintenance and improvement  

A working group was formed to identify areas that can be addressed at future meetings and through 
collaborative projects.  Contact: mike.crowe@desertknowledge.com.au 

http://www.australia21.org.au/buildingAustraliasResilience-links.htm
mailto:mike.crowe@desertknowledge.com.au
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Desert Knowledge Australia website: http://desertknowledgeaustralia.com/  

UPCOMING CONFERENCES 

SEGRA 2010, week commencing 18 October, Townsville 

Following on the highly successful SEGRA in Kalgoorlie last year, SEGRA this year will be held in 

Townsville, great news for the north.  The theme for this year has yet to be finalised however 

current action agendas under consideration for SEGRA 2010 include: 

1. Northern Australia - taskforce report, food security, wider regional positioning 
2. Marine Industries - reef, tourism, gas, oil, parks, aquaculture, recreation. 
3. Shipping and Land Transport as roads and rail will be refocused in the next decade especially in 
relation to mineral resources regions; 
4. Shipping 
5. Land Rights and Economic Opportunities for Indigenous peoples 
6. Decentralisation/sustainable cities - the hollowing out of regional Australia?, peak oil, food dollars 
7. Productivity gains - opportunities in regions 
8. Regional competitiveness  
9. Resolving contested resource/land use/economic development issues 
10. Cross sectoral community development and engagement 

August is a great time to be in Cairns and there are two very interesting conferences on 

offer. 

FULLBRIGHT 60TH ANNIVERSARY SYMPOSIUM, 18 and 19 August, Cairns  

The overarching theme of the Fulbright 60th Anniversary Symposium is Sustainable Societies in the 
Tropical World.  This Symposium provides the opportunity to bring great minds together to discuss 
and present solutions to real-world challenges, and help shape a brighter future for life in the 
tropics, worldwide. Early bird registrations are now open.  
To register and pay online, please visit: 
www.jcu.edu.au/fulbrightsymposium/regnsponser/reg/JCUTST_060813.html  and follow the link. 

TROPLINKS INTERNATIONAL SYMPOSIUM,  22 - 24 August, Cairns 

The TropLinks International Symposium will focus on opportunities in tropical expertise and will 
feature guest speakers from our priority markets in PNG, Guam and The Pacific. Keep posted for 
updates!  Go to: http://www.troplinks.com/  

DEVELOPING AUSTRALIAõS NORTH:  29 ð 30 April 2010 

Keynote speakers to discuss housing, road, rail, water and energy projects.  Hear the Reserve Bank’s 
outlook for northern Australia. The conference is endorsed by NAEDF and NAEDF Online visitors 
receive a 10% discount if you quote WA1 as the VIP code. 

Venue: Novotel Cairns Oasis Resort 

Registration: http://www.tonkincorporation.com/images/Eureka/TRN04WA1.pdf  

http://desertknowledgeaustralia.com/
http://www.jcu.edu.au/fulbrightsymposium/regnsponser/reg/JCUTST_060813.html
http://www.troplinks.com/
http://www.tonkincorporation.com/images/Eureka/TRN04WA1.pdf
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AUSTRALIAN REGION TOURISM CONVENTION 

16 ς 20 August, Sebel Heritage Yarra Valley, Victoria 

The Convention is Australia’s premier regional tourism event and will celebrate its tenth anniversary 
to be held in the gorgeous Yarra Valley and Dandenongs region of Victoria. 
The Convention Program features a stellar line up of presenters, exclusive Field Trip experiences and 
invaluable opportunities to network with your colleagues from all over Australia. 
The full Program for the Convention will soon be released, so hurry to take advantage of Early Bird 
rates which are available until 26 March 2010. 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AUSTRALIA AND OTHER ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT CONFERENCES 

EDA VICTORIA STATE-WIDE CONFERENCE, 22-23 April, Moonee Valley racecourse 
Connecting businesses, developing relationships, attracting sponsors and marketing services 
is the bread and butter for any Economic Development Practitioner. This conference will 
explore all of these issues, offering practical advice and strategies for all those people 
working in the rarefied atmosphere of economic development.   A number of high profile 
experts in their respective fields will present at the conference with former ABC presenter 
Terry Laidler taking on the role of Conference facilitator 

COMMUNITY ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT CONFERENCE, BROKEN HILL 4 ς 6 May  
This conference is supported by EDA NSW.  See also the EDA NSW Workshop agenda for ED 
Professionals being delivered on the afternoon of Monday 3rd May. See 
http://www.edaustralia.com.au/content.php?id=732  

HUME ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT NETWORK ANNUAL CONFERENCE, WANGARATTA, 24 
June  
The Hume Economic Development Network’s annual conference will be held this year on 
Thursday, 24 June at the Gateway Hotel, Wangaratta, Victoria. The conference theme is 
‘Green Shoots for Economic Recovery’. Keynote speakers and the program will be advised in 
forthcoming newsletters. For any enquiries please call or email Leanne Mulchay on (03) 
5832 9846 or 0419 534 955 leanne.mulcahy@shepparton.vic.gov.au 

DESERT KNOWLEDGE SYMPOSIUM 2010  

The 2010 Desert Knowledge Symposium and Business Showcase will be held on Wednesday 10 and 
Thursday 11 November at the Alice Springs Convention Centre. The 2008 event attracted over 400 
participants from across Australia and the world. 

Contact: tami.boehm@desertknowledge.com.au  

UNIVERSITIES 

RMIT POST GRADUATE PROGRAM IN ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 2010 RMIT UNIVERSITY, 

MELBOURNE 

NOTE: this is relevant for those wishing to seek EDA accreditation as an Australian Certified 
Economic Developer. 

http://www.edaustralia.com.au/content.php?id=732
mailto:leanne.mulcahy@shepparton.vic.gov.au
mailto:tami.boehm@desertknowledge.com.au
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Semester 1  Introduction to Economic Development , Regional Policy ; Economic Development 
Strategies and Projects (new)  
Semester 2  
Community Economic Analysis;  Working with Local Business (formerly Business Attraction) 
Innovation, Culture and Economic Development (new)  
 
Applications for admission to the Master of Economic Development Program are currently being 
accepted from new students.  Students who have already been admitted to the program, and re-
enrolling students need to complete their enrolment details as soon as possible. Further information 
is available from www.rmit.edu.au/programs/mc175 

GENERAL  

KEEPING AN EYE ON THINGS.... 

Check out ‘The Cockatoo’, providing a bird’s eye view of events, policies and planning from Canberra 

and beyond. ‘The Cockatoo’ is a FREE newsletter compiled by an international network, identifying 

best practice, access to leading edge reports and analyses, advice on federal funding and global 

collaboration opportunities.  The Cockatoo Board encourages contribution, so it is a way to get 

ideas, projects and investment proposals well circulated.  Sign up at apdcockatoo@iprimus.com.au 

Cockatoo also runs an interesting blog.  The Investment and Innovation Forum is an international 

network, providing a wealth of articles on best practice and inside information on activities and 

collaboration.  

Go to: http://investmentinnovation.wordpress.com/  

http://www.rmit.edu.au/programs/mc175
mailto:apdcockatoo@iprimus.com.au
http://investmentinnovation.wordpress.com/

